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By Paul Mc Adam

Taking the Durban Park stage to thunderous 
applause, His Excellency, President David Grang-
er launched the six-party “The A Partnership for 
National Unit+Alliance for Change (APNU+AFC) 
General and Regional Elections’ Campaign on Jan-
uary 3, 2020.

The Head of State described himself as an “un-
bothered” and as someone who foresaw in terms of 
decades, not merely days, weeks, months or years.

“We are embarking on a new decade of develop-
ment…What we have done over the last five years, 
we will do for the next five years and the next five 
…I’m thinking ten years ahead because I have a vi-
sion for Guyanese. Happy households, happy fami-
lies, happy country.”

The President posited that Guyana was blessed 
with much oil and the current trajectory will be con-
tinued “if we keep these gifts in the hands of the peo-
ple. Don’t let the gifts fall into the hands of the fakes 
and the frauds,” he cautioned.

The more than 20,000 assembled roared their ap-
proval when the President referenced his embattled 
opposing candidate noting the yet unanswered ques-
tions about his qualifications.

 “You know you’re dealing with honest people 
here. Nobody in my Cabinet ever went to the Uni-
versity of Uitvlugt… Nobody ever went to the Uni-
versity of Cumberland. We have genuine people in 
APNU+AFC.”

Emphasising that his government has a plan to 
develop and advance Guyana and protect its envi-
ronment President Granger assured that Guyanese 
were in “good hands” with the Coalition Govern-
ment which was repairing all that was broken, “That 
is why we need five more years to develop this coun-
try.”

Referencing the recently declared “National Pe-
troleum Day” on December 20, 2019 the Head of 
State proclaimed, “Guyanese will never be poor 
again! That oil wealth belongs to you and this gov-
ernment will ensure that you benefit from that oil 
wealth…. We are going to ensure that oil wealth 
goes to the people who need it most. People like you. 
People from Regions One to Ten, ordinary people.”

The President recalled that the difficult period 
Guyanese went through and vowed never to let such 
bleak times return to the country “Your country is in 
good hands with APNU+AFC. Trust me. Trust the 
Coalition,” he vowed.

Reiterating his stance of APNU/AFC being a 

Constitutional Government, the President remind-
ed of the developments wrought in salaries, allow-
ances, pensions, housing, education, infrastructure, 
public services,

“Give us a chance to make this country develop, 
to benefit all of you, and you’ll see the transforma-
tion. What you saw over the last five years, you ain’t 
seen nothing yet!”

The President further iterated that Guyanese 

had 60 days to convince their families and friends 
to vote for the Coalition adding, “let us make every 
day count.”

Extending an “olive branch” to potential support-
ers, the Head of State said “Come in the Big Benab, 
let us work for the common good. There is room for 
everybody in the Big Benab. No more winner takes 
all. All of us will share in the governance in this 
country!” 

By Alexis Rodney

A reverberating roar of confidence emanat-
ed from D’urban Park in the heart of the capital 
city on Friday, January 3 when the A Partnership 
for National Unity+Alliance for Change (AP-
NU+AFC) officially launched its election cam-
paign. The incumbent Coalition Government will 
be moving head-on into the General and Regional 
elections, on March 2 this year.

Along with the thousands that lined its out-
skirts, an electrifying crowd of more than 20,000 
Guyanese thronged the park, where they were re-

minded of the tremendous work of the coalition 
over the last four years.

The music and multicultural presentations 
paved the way for the welcoming remarks by His 
Excellency, President David Granger and Minis-
ter of Public Security, Hon.  Khemraj Ramjattan.

Minister Ramjattan took the message of a re-
newed government for all. He reminded the mas-
sive crowd that the Coalition has done much al-
ready, but there is still more to be done. For this, 
he said the government must be given a second 
term so that the progress can continue.

“Don’t stop the progress,” Minister Ramjattan 
chorused, as he detailed the hundreds of billions 
of dollars invested by the Coalition towards a bet-
ter quality of life for Guyanese.

“For education, in 2019 alone, we have invest-
ed $5.4 Billion for new and improved schools and 
colleges. Don’t stop that progress! We have looked 
after the situation of our pensioners. Today they 
are receiving $20,500. Don’t stop the progress! We 
have reduced corporate tax from 40 percent to 25 
percent. Don’t stop the progress! We have institut-
ed VAT exemption and a revolving fund for small 
businesses. Don’t stop the progress!”

Other successful transformations he detailed, 
included the provision of free WIFI service to 
more than 375 Secondary Schools and other ed-
ucational institutions. Since 2016, the Coalition 
Government has spent $43 Billion in expanding 
roads and bridges in every region; he reempha-
sised that the progress must continue.

According to Minister Ramjattan, the sur-
est way of creating a well-developed country is 
through the Coalition Government. The united 
body, he said is therefore here to stay.

“We are sitting on the threshold of greatness 
and of unimaginable possibilities, which with the 
right leadership, will ensure that each and every 
one lives that good life. That leadership is the 
APNU+AFC Coalition. It is the only leadership 
and the only party that has hope for everyone. We 
don’t care from which race, religion or region you 
come from, you can just come in this new Guy-
ana that we are constructing, there is a place for 
everyone.”

The campaign launch drew a host of young 
Guyanese from all across the country.

The launch also saw the attendance of Minis-
ters of government, who will also be taking to the 
stage during the campaign season. 

“GUYANESE WILL NEVER 
BE POOR AGAIN!”

– PRESIDENT GRANGER LAUNCHES 
COALITION ELECTION CAMPAIGN

“DON’T STOP THE PROGRESS” 
- TENS OF THOUSANDS OF 

GUYANESE HEAR

His Excellency, President David Granger makes 
a point during his address at the official 

launch of the APNU+AFC campaign launch.

His Excellency, President David Granger, 
his wife Sandra Granger and along with 
Hon. Moses Nagamootoo, Prime Minister 
and other government ministers on stage.

Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, 
Minister of Public Security with 
Hon. Moses Nagamootoo, Prime 

Minister and one of his daughters

The packed to capacity at Durban 
Park, Georgetown, Region 4
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2015-2019 IN REVIEW

EDUCATION

On new science laboratories.

HOW THE RESOURCES 
WERE SPENT

Hon. Dr. Nicolette Henry, Minister of Education and students of Canje Secondary 
looking-on as an experiment is conducted in their new science laboratory.

Hon. Dr. Nicolette Henry, Minister of Education viewing a student’s doing an 
experiment in the new science lab at the Vryman’s Erven Secondary school. 
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On new Information Technology (IT) Labs and 
Information Communication Technology (ICT) hubs.

On construction of education buildings.

Students of New Amsterdam Primary school in the IT 
Lab along  with Hon. Dr Nicolette Henry, Minister of 

Education.

The new building for the Calcutta Nursery School

The new Early Childhood Development Centre in Ithaca Village, West 
Bank Berbice

The new No. 36 Primary School 

Hon. Dr. Nicolette Henry, Minister of Education interacting with pupils of Calcutta Nursery School

Hon. Dr. Nicolette Henry, Minister of Education and students of Champagne Primary School 
cutting the ceremonial ribbon to commission the new building.

Smiling faces at the Cumberland ICT Hub. Students utilising the computers at the Crabwood Creek 
ICT Hub.
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On the provision of boats, buses, bicycles, 
books and breakfast.

On Youth & Single Parent training.

His Excellency, President David Granger commissioning 
a boat in the village of Moraikobai, situated up the 

Mahaicony River as the residents and students look on.

First Lady, Sandra Granger comforts a student who 
burst into tears of joy upon receiving a bicycle under the 

President’s Five B’s programme.

Hon. Amna Ally, Minister of Social Protection 
distributing school to scores to nursery and primary 

school children in Mahaica-Berbice, Region 5

Hon. Winston Jordan, Minister of Finance Jordan hands 
over school bags filled with supplies to children from the 

Seafield/Tempe Neighbourhoood in Region 5. 

His Excellency, President David Granger and Hon. 
Amna Ally, Minister of Social Protection are assisted 
by a student of Fyrish Primary School in cutting the 

ceremonial ribbon to commission a 36-seater school bus.

Students of Fyrish Primary School in one of school 
bus donated to Region 6 under the President’s Five B’s 

programme.

Hon. Dr. George Norton, Minister of Social Cohesion  with youths graduates of the 
Youth Entrepreneurial Skills Training (YEST) Programme at the Vryman’s Erven 

Training Centre in New Amsterdam, Berbice

Hon. Amna Ally, Minister of Social Protection with women leaders from Region 5 that 
special capacity-building workshop to enhance their leadership skills

Adolescent mothers in the Central and Upper Corentyne district that participate in the 
Re-integration of Adolescent Mothers into the education system programme.

Some of the youths from Region 5 that completed a skills training camp at the 
Hopetown Practical Instruction Centre, West Coast Berbice.
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2015-2019 IN REVIEW

HEALTHCARE

For the first time, cost-free ultrasounds for pregnant mothers have been added to services at the Port Mourant District Hospital. A new 
cardiac section to help diagnosis and treatment of heart disease was also installed.

UPGRADED HEALTH FACILITIES

DEVELOPMENTS 
IN HEALTHCARE
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Construction of a dental department, upgrades to the operating theatre, completion of a CT scan unit, and the extension of the 
maternity ward at the New Amsterdam Hospital

Skeldon Hospital saw a new pediatric ward and a digital laboratory to do essential blood testing installed.

The male and female surgical wards along with an Intensive Care Unit (ICU) at the Mahaicony Hospital were refurbished.
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TRAINING OF HEALTH CARE WORKERS & OFFICIALS

New healthcare centres were constructed at Mara, No. 77 Housing Scheme, and Plegt Anker in Region 6 and  Ithaca, Carlton Hall, 
Mahaicony, and Mon Choisi in Region 5.

Student-nurses who come from as far away as Region Nine, or communities in the Berbice and Corentyne rivers 
and way up the Corentyne Coast, are now housed in a new 12-apartment building that has modern amenities.

Fully equipped water ambulances were  handed over to the communities of Orealla-Siparuta  and Baracara.

Hundreds of Mahaica-Berbice and Berbice-Corentyne students have graduated and are 
certified under the training programmes provided by the Ministry of Public Health. 

NEW MODERN BUILDINGS

IMPROVED LIVING QUARTERS

NEW WATER AMBULANCES
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2015-2019 IN REVIEW

INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT

Upgrade to major road Linking Communities

East Bank Berbice residents are now able to travel to their 
destinations with ease following the construction of five 

kilometres of roadway from Overwinning to Everton.

The upgrade of thousands of feet of dirt roads to asphaltic 
and the construction of several bridges have helped to 
connect residents with essential education and health 

services in their communities.

DEVELOPMENTS
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Lit Communities

Reduced Bridge Toll

Flood Relief

Reliable power supply 

Strengthening sea defence

Decentralised service

Residents are seeing the benefits of the 
installation of street lights within their 

communities.

The Berbice bridge toll was reduced in 2016 with government 
taking over the bridge operation in 2018 after the Berbice 

Bridge Company Incorporated (BBCI) unilaterally announced a 
massive increase in bridge tolls, as much as 360 per cent. 

When flooding from unusual high tide hit the 
regions immediate measures were taken to 

bring relief to flood victims.

Canefield and surrounding communities are enjoying a 
steady supply of electricity following the commissioning of 

a new 5.5megawatt  power plant.

The Ministry of Public Infrastructure spearheaded 
several million-dollar projects to enhance the structural 

integrity of sea defence in Mahaicony.

Residents now have access to several decentralised 
services including new Guyana Lands and Surveys 

Commission (GL&SC) and passport offices. 
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Residents now land 
owners

Improved 
Communication

New Recreational 
Facilities

Scores of residents received their house lots and 
land titles after waiting years.

Radio Orealla transmitted via the 95.1 FM frequency is 
now serving Orealla, Siparuta and other surrounding 
communities, allowing them to tell their own stories.

A Regional Multiplex and Recreational Park is taking shape in 
West Coast Berbice and a synthetic track at Burnham Park in 

Berbice. Community grounds across the two regions have also 
been upgraded and equipped with lights.

New National Monument

A grand monument dedicated to the memory of Indian 
indentured immigrants whose exertions contributed to 

building Guyana was erected at Palmyra in Berbice.

Improved water supply

A new treatment plant at Sheet Anchor and new wells at 
Cotton Tree along with the installation of mains are providing 
a 24-hour supply of treated water to thousands of residents. 
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2015-2019 IN REVIEW

AGRICULTURE

HOW WAS THE 
SECTOR BOOSTED

New leases for land were given to farmers in the Mahaica-Berbice area to cultivate.

MORE LAND FOR 
FARMING
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With increased agricultural production across the country, especially within Region 5, 
and an more need for drainage and irrigation management, a National Drainage and 
Irrigation Authority regional office was commissioned in Onverwagt, West Coast of 

Berbice.

IMPROVING DRAINAGE

ACCESSING TO 
FARMLANDS/MARKETS

Small Business Bureau extended support services to over 200 businesses through 
loan guarantees and grants. Farming groups also received millions in micro-grants to 

reduce the impact of natural disasters.

Much-needed farming equipment was delivered to farmers

Upgrades to farm-to-market roads have provided hundreds of residents with hassle-
free access to acres of rice land and thousands of heads of cattle. 

Construction of ramp and landing for Orealla and Siparuta residents at Corriverton 
foreshore has brought significant relief to farmers and residents in riverain 

communities in Region Six

To improve drainage for farmers the National Drainage 
and Irrigation Authority (NDIA) dispatched excavators to clear 

foreshores and main drainage canals.

FARMING LOANS

NEW SUPPORT AGENCY

FARMING TOOLS AND 
SUPPLIES
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No one can reasonably dispute the fact that 
the Granger-led APNU+AFC coalition govern-
ment has been strengthening the pillars of peo-
ple’s power in Guyana. Today, our new-wave 
democracy, like a house built on solid founda-
tion, spreads and shares the responsibility of 
governance, bottom up.

At the centre of this popular revolution is 
the restoration of grassroots, local, communi-
ty-based participation, with simultaneous elec-
tion of Neighbourhood Democratic Councils 
(NDCs) and Municipal Councils.

Local Government elections were held twice 
under the coalition government. These would 
be the fourth such elections to be held in the 
50 years since Guyana became an independent 
state. Local government elections were previ-
ously held in 1994, after which I was appoint-
ed Senior Minister for Local Government and 
Information (with responsibility for Amerindi-
an Affairs). I was unceremoniously relieved of 
the local government portfolio in the absence 
from the country of the President, allegedly for 
getting too popular among the grassroots. That 
opened the way for local government elections 
to be stalled by successive deferrals. Then they 
were buried for the next 20 years.

CONSTITUTIONAL SAFEGUARDS
In 2016, the coalition government resurrect-

ed this important pillar of people’s democracy 
when it held the first of two such elections with-
in three years of taking office. It has since pro-
vided constitutional safeguards for the function-
ing of the local councils, to insulate them from 
political interference with the establishment of 
the bi-partisan Local Government Commission.

Minister Ronald Bulkan, a consummate ad-
vocate of popular democracy, has piloted sever-
al other innovative features in local government; 
these would insulate the system from political 
manipulation, such as had taken place under the 
previous administration. He has successfully, 
for the first time since 1970, convened a sum-
mit of all local leaders, and presented them a 
road-map for stimulating local democracy and 
community development. That administration 
had invoked zombies known as Interim Man-
agement Committees (IMCs) that took control 
of towns and neighbourhoods when the time for 
fresh elections had long passed, and incumbent 
councils became depleted from resignations, 
migration and death of councillors.

SHEER HYPOCRISY
There is every justification, therefore, for 

decent-minded persons to conclude that the 
noises that the Opposition is making over local 
government processes lack credibility. While it 
appears as sheer hypocrisy, it sets the backdrop 
for a heightened campaign to discredit Guyana’s 

democratic electoral system and the law-en-
forcement agencies, and to impugn the integrity 
of the judiciary. The latter is prosecuted through 
unmeritorious legal challenges that have given 
the Opposition the unflattering appellation as 
the “sue-sue party.”

People still remember with distaste the ram-
rod-like “Shoba” executive machine that was 
imposed on the Georgetown municipality. The 
Garden City rapidly became the Garbage Capi-
tal of the Caribbean. It was exposed to periodic 
and regular floods; epidemics of dreaded diseas-
es had hovered over the city.

The Coalition has tried not only to salvage 
the capital, but to also spruce up the other towns. 
It has commissioned four new municipalities: 
Lethem, Mabaruma, Bartica and now Mahdia. 
The latter, a hinterland mining town, is the 
fourth since the people rejected the PPP at the 
2015 polls. Guyana now has ten (10) municipal 
councils which, together with the NDCs, the 
Toshao Village Councils, Regional Democratic 
Councils (RDCs) and central government form 
the solid pillars of our political democracy.

UNIQUE DEMOCRACY
As I’ve noted several times before, Guyana 

is on the path of creating a unique, native or 
autochthonous democracy. Our Inclusive State 
needs the partnership at all levels to address the 
needs of our communities on the coast and in the 
hinterland, from the grassroots to the pinnacle 
of power.

Having been removed from unbroken power 
after 23 years, it must be painful for the post-Ja-
gan PPP to countenance the possibility of being 
replaced at least in some of the neighbourhood 
and municipal councils, especially in their tra-
ditional ethnic base. This morbid fear has un-
fortunately forced it to resort to dirty, desper-
ate and dangerous tactics such as the political 
assassination of new and young candidates. In 
the context of Guyana, such tactics are racist 
and reactionary; and they could lead to despi-
cable and deadly outcomes, as we see unfolding 
in the United States of America. There, racist, 
right-wing, neo-fascist groups have been identi-
fied with the attempted assassination of several 
high-profile, anti-establishment leaders, includ-
ing former democratic presidents, Bill Clinton 
and Barack Obama.

COME OUT, AND VOTE!
That’s the problem right there. For years, 

villages controlled by the Opposition have been 
purposefully neglected, even though the coun-
cils benefited yearly from millions in State sub-
sidies, and they collected rates and taxes from 
citizens. It is time that our people demand ac-
countability. It is time they vote for better lead-
ership.
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